Appalachia Rising

Goals, target, tactics

The following document summarizes the goals, target criteria, and tactics that will shape the Appalachia Rising day of action. This is a summary of a series of conversations held over email, in person, and on conference calls. Participants in that conversation are listed in the table on the third page.

Location: 






Timing:

Washington DC





September 26: Training and prep 









September 27: Day of action

Guiding Values

Sustainability

Pan-Appalachian

Justice for Appalachia 

Pan-Appalachia

We are bound together by our land and its future. Pan-Appalachian organizing recognizes that despite our divisions into separate states, counties, organizations and at times parties, Appalachians share common interests and a common future and the most effective way to ensure that our future is sustainable and prosperous is to work together across those divides.  As a pan-Appalachian event, Appalachia Rising will connect campaigns, local organizing, and national goals in a way that is relevant and exciting to all Appalachians and their allies. It will be foster pan-Appalachian organizing through the collaborative process of creating the event.

Goals

Appalachia Rising will...

· be led by coalfield residents and organizers.

· be pan-Appalachian - for all of our mountains, streams and valleys.

· mobilize at least two thousand Appalachians, their allies, and new activists.

· articulate a positive vision of Appalachia.

· draw national media coverage.

· advance an overall strategy towards banning strip mining.

· escalate and combine existing narratives and campaigns through scale and tactics.

· communicate urgency with dignity

· be a safe event for everyone who participates.

Target Criteria

The target will...

· have regional or national influence 

· be accountable to the people 

· be directly linked to surface mining in Appalachia  

· care for public image. ie. Not want it spoiled by blowing up mountains.

· be physically accessible to the public

Tactics

Appalachia Rising will employ a tiered system of risk for participants ranging from non-arrestable to risking arrest with non-violent civil disobedience or direct action. 

· Marching, rallying, and protesting (not arrestable)

· Public Speaking (not arrestable)

· Meetings with elected officials and/or regulators (not arrestable)

· Non-violent civil disobedience, including cooperative and non-cooperative sit ins, line crossings, soft blockades.

· Cooperative means you do what the police tell you to do, when they tell you to.

· Non-cooperative means you politely decline to follow police orders. For example, if sitting in, you politely decline their order to leave and do not leave until the police forcefully drag you from the premise

· Sit ins are well established forms of civil disobedience, which have been used effectively in social movements such as the civil rights movement. During a sit in, participants sit down in an area they are not allowed to by law, or company policy, until their demands are met, they are forcefully removed, or they give up.

· A line crossing is when participants cross from a legally sanctioned to an unsanctioned area, such as mine property, a government agency building, or corporate office, in an act of protest. 

· Soft blockades are when participants use their bodies to physically block a process they object to, such as a meeting or dragline. This is often done by sitting or standing with linked arms or lying down. Soft blockades do not use equipment (such as locks or chains) to obstruct police in removing the blockaders. Since the goal of a blockade is not only to make a strong statement, but also to physically interfere with an unjust process, soft blockades are most effective when participants choose not to cooperate with police or security personnel.

Messaging

Appalachia Rising's messaging will combine and focus these narratives:

· Abolish surface mining, you can't regulate an abomination.

· Global Warming

· Transitioning away from coal/dirty energy

· Economic Diversification in the coalfields

· Obama Administration's New Politics

· Mountaintop Removal destroying Appalachia

· Corporate culture of violations

· Surface mining cannot be done responsibly

· Coal River Wind Project

· Most Endangered Mountains Series

· Clean Water Protection

· Corrupt Politicians, Regularors, and Political Process

[image: image1.png]



	Name
	[image: image2.png]


Organization


	State

	Dana Kuhnline
	Alliance for Appalachia
	WV

	Jen Osha
	Aurora Lights


	WV

	Mike Roselle
	CGZ


	WV

	William Wickham
	CGZ
	OH

	Ivan Stiefel
	CGZ
	WV

	Charles Suggs
	CGZ & Aurora Lights


	WV

	Guin
	CGZ & Seeds of Peace


	WV

	Annie Quimbly
	CGZ, Sludge Safety Project
	WV

	Zoe Beavers
	Charleston Area Youth Environmental Network
	WV

	Sage Russo
	Christians for the Mountains


	WV & NC

	Robert Goodwin
	Coal River Mountain Watch (CRMW)


	WV & NY

	Junior Walk
	CRMW
	WV

	Dea Goblins
	CRMW
	WV

	Lorelei Scarbro
	CRMW


	WV

	Mat Louis Rosenberg
	CRMW & CGZ


	WV

	Nick Martin
	CRMW & CGZ
	WV & PA

	Laura Steepleton
	CRMW & CGZ
	WV

	Maureen Farrell
	CRMW & Climate Ground Zero (CGZ)


	WV

	Bob Kincaid
	CRMW & The Horn Radio


	WV

	Judy Bonds
	CRMW, Director
	WV

	Vernon Haltom
	CRMW, Director
	WV

	Lili
	EAC


	DC

	Whit Jones
	Energy Action Coalition


	DC

	Ethan Nuss
	Energy Action Coalition
	DC

	Larry Gibson
	Keeper of the Mountains
	WV

	Mickey McCoy
	Kentuckians for the Common Wealth (KFTC)


	KY

	Kevin Pentz
	KFTC


	KY

	Teri Blanton
	KFTC
	KY

	Lisa
	KFTC
	KY

	Katey Lauer
	MJ


	DC

	Laura Von Dohlen
	MJ


	VA

	Jared Story
	MJ
	TN

	Eric Blevins
	MJ
	TN

	Tanya Turner
	MJ


	KY

	Kim Kirkbride
	Mountain Justice (MJ)


	

	Dave Cooper
	Mountaintop Removal Road Show
	TN

	Maria Gunnoe
	Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (OVEC)
	WV

	Stephanie Tyree
	OVEC


	WV

	Chuck Nelson
	OVEC


	WV

	Janet Keating
	OVEC
	WV

	Scott Parkin
	Rainforest Action Network (RAN)
	CA

	Kate Rooth
	RAN & Rising Tide


	DC

	Robin Markle
	Rising Tide


	PA

	Jasper Connor
	RRENEW & Southern Appalachian Mountian Stewards
	VA

	Marley Green
	RRENEW, SAMS, MJ
	VA

	Kathy Selvage
	SAMS


	VA

	Hannah Morgan
	SAMS


	VA

	Beth Bissmeyer
	SEAC
	KY

	Alayne Chapman
	SEAC
	VA & MI

	Aaron French
	Siera Student Coalition


	MD

	Angela Wiley
	SSC


	WV & PA

	Kim Teplitzky
	SSC
	PA

	Gabe Schwartzman
	SSC
	CA

	Danny Chiotos
	Student Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC)
	WV

	Bonnie Swinford
	United Mountain Defense
	TN

	Bo Webb
	MJ
	WV

	Andrew Munn
	CRMW
	WV

	Sierra Murdoch
	

	VA

	Lauren McGrath
	

	


This is a partial list of the individuals who contributed to the conversation that shaped Appalachia Rising. Not all of them, or their organizations, have formally endorsed it. People who’s names are in bold have endorsed it and are working on the project.








