Appalachia Rising

Washington DC

September 27, 2010

Goal

Appalachia Rising is a mass mobilization led by coalfield residents calling for the abolition of surface mining and investment in sustainable prosperous coalfield communities. We aim to mobilize thousands of Appalachians for a dignified day of action, including non-violent civil disobedience if necessary, to increase public pressure on elected officials and regulators to ban surface mining, and expand the surface mining abolition movement.

For more detailed information...

see the attached documents, created based on conversations between organizers and residents from across the coalfields and their national allies. Those people are listed on the attached spreadsheet.

Appalachia Rising is a major organizing, and mobilizing, project. As such, it will require significant commitments of organizing capacity from organizers and groups working to end surface mining. If we organize the mobilization well and in open collaboration, the commitments we make now will be repaid in more efficient future collaborations and increased capacity from those who are brought into the movement through Appalachia Rising. 

We are seeking organizational commitments of staff and volunteer time, communications infrastructure, and funding. These commitments will differ from organization to organization, based on the organization’s scope and capacity. Please answer the following questions based on your organization's commitment level, and return it to Andrew Munn at andrew@crmw.net. 

1. Does your organization endorse Appalachia Rising? Should we list you as such on our website?
2. Who from your organization should be point person on staying in communication with the Appalachia Rising Coordinating Council? Please provide name, email, and phone.

3. Can your organization dedicate staff or volunteer time to organizing and mobilizing? If so, please provide names, emails, and phone numbers.

4. What community leaders does your organization work with who should be approached about mobilizing their community for Appalachia Rising?

5. Can your organization promote Appalachia Rising via their listserve, newsletters, webiste, or social media infrastructure?

6. Would your organization like to financially support Appalachia Rising? How much, and for what costs?

7. Who in your organization would be a good speaker or trainer for the event? Please provide contact info.

8. How many people do you expect to mobilize, and where will they come from?

9. Does your organization need support in offering non-violent civil disobedience or other skill trainings? 

10. What support does your organization request?

