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Tips for Affinity Group Legal Support

A legal support person helps coordinate support for those arrested in his/her affinity group(s) or communities.  Although this handout is written with affinity groups in mind, it can also be applied to individuals who want to support their friends if they are arrested. Even when there is a legal team or law collective in place for a demonstration, it is still a great idea for each affinity group to designate a legal support person.   

There are a lot of roles the legal support person can fill.  Below are some examples.  Don’t feel like you’re disqualified if you can’t do them all.  Just let your affinity group know your limits so they can plan ahead, and maybe someone else can help be the legal support person with you.

Before the action:

· Arrange ahead of time, and let ALL of your affinity group members know, a local number that accepts collect calls from jail where you can be reached, or that you will be checking regularly and frequently.   If you don’t have a 202 number, give them the legal hotline.   Every group member should write that number on her or his arm with a Magic Marker as well as the legal hotline: 202-483-0787.
· Have all affinity group members fill out the Legal Support Form provided.  Know as much of people’s info as they’re comfortable giving: full legal name, arrest history (not just activism related), outstanding warrants, responsibilities they need covered if arrested, and emergency contacts.   Keep these forms away from the actions!

· Fill out the AG Info form for Legal Team and give to Legal Team member.

· Know how much information each of your affinity group members will give to the police if arrested.  Will they be practicing solidarity?  How far can they go?

· Know people’s medical info: allergies, trick knees, prescription medications, and their doctors  names and phone numbers.

· Have access to people s IDs, bail money (or sources of bail money: friends, parents, etc.).

During the action:

· DON’T RISK ARREST (stay out of the streets or well away from the action)

· Remind people calling that phones may be tapped or otherwise monitored (certainly the jail’s will be, and yours may be as well).

· Get (and keep track of) arrested people’s booking and arrest numbers and upcoming court dates.

· If and when you hear from your friends in jail, contact the rest of your affinity group, others the arrested folks want informed of the situation, and the legal team.  Update those people regularly, even if nothing’s changed.

· Parents should be able to at least leave messages with you and be called back.

· Be able to arrange travel home for your arrested friends.  There will be a list of people with cars who can give rides posted at the convergence center.
· Be available until everyone in your affinity group is out of jail.

· Try to get messages from the outside world to your arrested friends.  The legal team may be able to help.  This is a HUGE morale booster. 

· Start a call-in or write-in campaign.  Call the mayor, the police chief, and other government agents, or write a letter to the editor denouncing police harassment, misconduct, unlawful arrests, and/or the attempt to oppress and silence people. 

Once people start getting out of jail:

· Copy (and keep track of) everyone’s paperwork from the cops (arrest reports, etc.), jail (booking info, property reports) and court (hearing dates, info on charges, etc.).

· Remind people about their upcoming court dates by calling, mailing and emailing them.

· If applicable, fill out a Police Misconduct Form for your affinity group members to fill out at the action, or after.  Police Misconduct Reports are available from the Legal Team.  They destroy the credibility of the police and thus help people s criminal defense.  They also lay the groundwork for suing the cops. 

· Get your misconduct reports to the Legal Team (sometimes they need to be hand delivered).

· Call the Legal Team and let them know your friends are OK.

The legal system is designed to break us down and dehumanize us.  Having a legal support person is just one more step toward resisting the criminal ”justice” system, the illegitimate state it props up, and the corporate and government rulers who use this system to oppress and silence us all.  

Affinity Group Support Form*

Goes to Your Legal Support Person and No One Else!

Legal Support People Should Keep This Form Away from the Action and in a Safe Place at All Times!  This is not ‘privileged or protected’ information.  It can be used by the authorities if they get a hold of it.

Full Legal Name _________________________________
  Nickname  ___________________

Cell phone________________________________  Email _____________________________

Date of birth___________________ Current address:_________________________________

Perm Address: ______________________________________________________________

The date I absolutely have to done with the action/out of jail (if possible):
_________________

If I’m in jail overnight, I need you to (take care of my kid, call my boss, water my plants, feed my cat, etc.):

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

If I’m in jail I need you to call:

Name



Relationship


Phone #

on this date.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Watch my back while I’m in jail because (I’m transgendered, a minor, a non-citizen, a person of color, wear black, on probation, have an outstanding warrant ...):
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Medications and Doctor’s Phone Number (prescriptions attached):
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Health Concerns:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Vehicle (type, license number, insurance info, location of keys, who can drive):
____________________________________________________________________________

Legal Strategy (for example, I want to get out ASAP, will refuse to give name or pay fines, will act in solidarity with affinity group or other arrestees, will make statements that I want to have distributed to the press, etc.):

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

[ fill out after arrest/release] Trial Info:
Hearing Type: _____________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
*This form is offered as a guideline for information you may want to share with your legal support before an action.  If anyone in your affinity group is arrested during the actions in D.C., please call the activist hotline and share only the information from the form that you think is necessary.  The law collective will do it’s best to track them through the system, and will provide as much support as possible.  

Provided by the D.C. Justice & Solidarity Collective, 9/02  * For Informational Purposes Only.  Consult an Attorney for Legal Advice.


