Characters: 

At the Action:

You are all at the blockade. It’s a success! The cops move in and begin to arrest you. Participant #1 gets up and walks away with the police, 2, and 3 go limp and get dragged away. Participants # 4 gets really nervous and panics. Participant #5 begins yelling and resisting arrest. 
You’ve just done an action with your affinity group of 6 people. Together you successfully blocked an intersection downtown to protest the closing of a community garden. You were all arrested. The males were separated from the females and now everyone is being divided up. Some people are getting to stay together and some are being isolated. No one really knows where everyone is. You are just waiting in a holding cell. 

Person #1:

You are alone waiting in a holding cell. A cop comes in and takes you to a desk and begins to ask you questions about your action. 


Person #2, #3, #4
The three of you are in a holding cell. You’re told you have one phone call each.                                                                                             D                                                                                      


Participant #6: You’re all alone in a room. A detective comes in and starts to ask you questions. He say’s that you are up for assaulting and officer, resisting arrest and destruction of private property. He says he can help you if you start to talk. 

Lessons learned:

1. As an affinity group you need to discuss how you will all be arrested when it happens and discuss your feelings about resisting arrest. 

2. You don’t have to talk to a cop. Say the magic words “I have the right to remain silent. I want to talk to a lawyer.” Just say it over and over again. Ask to make a phone call (though you never know when in the process you’re going to get that phone call). The cops will make up a million lies and try and intimidate you, make false promises and trick you into giving up information. 
3. You should be careful about what you bring to an action. Don’t take things that could incriminate you or other people or give the cops more information then they would otherwise get about who you are and what you do. 

4. You need to have legal support lined up before you go into an action! 
a. Have an affinity group support person lined up before the action. This person should be in a space away from the action in a place with a land line that can accept collect calls. This person should also have affinity group support forms for everyone that state the name, nicknames and any medical conditions that need to be noted;
b. Everyone should have the number of the legal line written somewhere on their body;

c. Everyone should know the basics about the other people in the affinity group and care about there well being. 
5. You need to discuss the stresses and traumas of being arrested. Talk about over charging and police intimidation.  As affinity group you should talk about how you will all protect each other and stand up for each other. Get everyone to talk about how much they are willing to risk and what they are not willing to do. Talk about how people feel about jail time. Do role plays to practice how to respond in stressful situations. 

Participant #1: Answer the questions nervously. Ask a couple of times if you have to talk to the cop and answer the questions. 








Person #2: Call your mom. Stammer and try and explain where you are and why. She freaks out and yells at you and hangs up before you can get any help. Walk away dejected from the phone. 





Person #3: Call your friend  who you know has done a lot of support work. Act out that she is asking you for the names of the other people you were arrested with. Hesitate and give some random nicknames and maybe a few real ones without last names. Be unsure of who exactly you are with. When she asks where you’re being held say you don’t know. When she asks you where everyone else is say who you’re with and that you don’t know where anyone else is. Before hanging up just say “so, yea you can get me out right?”





Person #4: Call your work (hey, it’s the only land line number you remember). Tell them what happened in great detail including who you were with, how long you’ve been planning it and what exactly you did and why.





Person #5: You freak out and start talking. You pin it all on #1 and  the others in your affinity group.  Name names, make them sound like bad people and you like a hopeless dope that was tricked. 








