Legal Support Training
Introduction:

Legal support work is a vital component of radical organizing. But we need to establish our goals and reasons for doing legal support work first…ground rules of sorts. 

For many reason throughout history people, from many varied backgrounds have taken action against injustice. Often these actions have resulted in arrest. 

At the outset of this process to build legal support infrastructures for our movements it is important to first recognize that it is often a choice we make to risk arrest. This choice is harder for some and easier for others. It is more necessary for some and less necessary for others. Also, when faced with possibly being arrested due to political action there are some people who are more likely to be targeted then others based on their skin color, ethnicity, sexual orientation or any other characteristic that the state would deem as “deviant from the norm”. 

But it is not for any one of us to choose for another or another group whether doing an arrestable action is the right courses to take. Direct action is a tool that belongs to no one and is at the disposal of everyone. In our collective history we have moments of great upheaval where people of color, woman, native peoples, children and other oppressed people have risen up, organized themselves and shut things down, taken stands and inevitably landed in jail for their actions. 

Legal support is there not as a gate keeper to doing direct action, but to support, empower and make as successful as possible the actions people take for their individual and collective liberation. 

Having a solid legal support system for direct actions can mean the difference between having wonderful, empowering and life affirming experience or a miserable, disempowering and degrading experience…especially for people at a higher risk of being targeted by the state. 

So the ground rules:

Empower people to take direct action

Help arrestees reach their goals

Keep people safe

Help make protests more effective
Know your Rights and Searches:
When talking with people about knowing their rights it’s important to take into a few things.

1. Not everyone enjoys the same rights

2. Cops don’t always know, or acknowledge your rights

For this section we’re going to cover how to prepare to interact with law enforcement in way that you can best protect your rights. 

There are a few basic things you can do that may not stop an arrest, but will help you in the long run. 

ROLE PLAY: being stopped by the police

1 volunteer (give the volunteer a role card that says to give up ID, allow a search and give name and address and SS#)

Volunteer is walking down the street coming from a potluck/organizing meeting of her local group. 

The cop stops her and begins to ask questions

1. What’s your name?

2. Where are you going?

a. This is my beat I can ask you where you going and you have to tell me. 

3. Where do you live?

a. I can find out where you live if I want to, just tell me. 

4. Can I see you’re ID?

a. You have to give me your ID, come on. 

5. What’s your SS#

a. This is government information I can ask you for.

6. Let me look in your bag.

a. I have the right to search you if I want to.

Lesson 1: Cops Lie

A cop can’t demand that you give them your ID, name, address or Social Security number. Without probable cause they can’t search you either. 

What YOU should Say:

There are some magic words when dealing with the police and they go like this:

“I have the right to remain silent and I want to talk to a lawyer”

You don’t have to say it exactly like that, but it basically means, I don’t have to and I don’t want to talk to you. 

Question to the volunteer: Where you free to go in that situation? 

“We don’t know, she didn’t ask!!!!!” 

You can always ask the officer(s), repeatedly if necessary, if you are fee to go. 

Practice: 

“Am I being detained? Am I free to go?” 

“I have the right to remain silent”

“I want to speak to a lawyer” 

You’re going to have different types of interactions with the police and should gage how much you want to remain silent each time. Sometimes it’s worth just giving them the basics (NEVER SURRENDER YOUR ID OR YOUR BELONGINGS)and moving on. Weigh your options and be street smart. Remember we are all more useful to our movements out of jail then in jail! When you are at an action it is best to say as little as possible and if you are actively participating in an action then say nothing at all…except perhaps the magic words. 

Searches:
Cops will often pat people down to search for weapons. They can do this and it’s not considered a search. 

What do you say when a cop begins to search you?

“I do not consent to this search!”

Say it loud and repeatedly!!!

All of this will help you later but may not stop the police from harassing you and searching you. But later, in court the things they find in an illegal search can’t be used against you. Legal band-aids that will protect you later. 

When going back to your group. Practice this role play a couple of times with everyone. Get well practiced in thinking quickly and feeling comfortable with the language. It is all in legal talk, which will spark in a cop’s brain that you have invoked your rights. Language is important!
Legal Support Teams:

There are different types of legal support teams you’ll encounter. At mass mobilizations, like at the RNC, DNC and big summits, there is usually a centralized legal office with dedicated legal team volunteers and lawyers on call. 

Legal support:

Finds out what you are charged with

Tracks people through the system

Helps coordinate solidarity tactics (if any)

Tracks medical issues

Organize political pressure

Organizes bail

This doesn’t mean you’re covered though!

Legal support starts in the affinity group. 

1. affinity group support forms

2. affinity group legal support person (doesn’t get arrested.)

Support forms: Should be kept in a safe space, away from the sight of any actions and in the care of your legal support person. 

Legal support person: This person has all your info and when you are arrested can call into the legal office. They can give all your info to the legal team, or drop it off at the office. 

If there is no office then this support person and maybe another person (depending on how big your group or action is) do the work of the office. 
Basics of Legal Support: Centralized Legal Team

Setting up an office is not too difficult. Here are the basics.

If you are expecting a large and unpredictable number of arrests make sure to have a phone number that rolls over to other phones if the line is busy. That way no one calling from jail gets a busy signal. 

Have lots of big sheets of paper that you can log the names of arrestees on and where they are being held.

Have a map of actions and where people have been arrested. 

Have the numbers of lawyers on call.

Have good files with intake forms: 

Intake forms: this is where you log the info of arrestees that call in or you get from AG support people. 

It should include:

Time of first (and all subsequent calls to the office and who took the call)

Name (full and nicknames)

Time and place of arrest (as specific as possible)

Charges if known (folks with big charges need to be tracked carefully.)
Name of affinity group

Name of affinity group support person

Where they are being held

Any medical concerns

Forms should be filed alphabetically in a central place. Some people will call multiple times as their situation changes or to find out about friends. 

Legal Support Person = 1/3 bureaucrat + 1/3 good councilor + 1/3 good organizer

The Bureaucrat: 

· Handle lots of incoming information (how many arrested, names, charges, locations, badge numbers, etc.)

· Navigate the legal system and talk to lots of cops and other law enforcement. 

· Take good notes!

The Councilor: (ask who has been in jail)

· jail can be scary and exhausting 

· be supportive and emphasize you understand and are their to talk. 

· Ask people if they are ok and if they need anything. 

· You will get calls from people who are simply upset and need to talk. 

What are some ways you can support people in jail?

· contact family, feed the cat or dog, water plants, play music over the phone. 

The Organizer: 

· Before, during and after

· Training people to be legal support, to know there rights and to staff a legal office.

· Gather release support for when people get out (food, clothes, rides home or to the crash space.

· Organize arrestee meetings

· Media

· Solidarity protests

Arrest and Jail:
The legal system:

Arrest/booking: The arrest of someone in your AG or at a mass action can be traumatic for people. As someone on the outside it is important that you remember that you are probably scared and stress out. 

You’ll have your finger prints taken at this point and probably a mug shot. Thought not always. 

Holding Cell: This is waiting and waiting and waiting to be transferred to jail. This is where you charges could be made known to you…but not always. 

Jail: a little or a lot more waiting

Arraignment: This is where a person will go in front of a judge and formally hear the charges against them. This is also where a person enters a plea.

Plead not guilty! You can always change it later.

Pre-trial Hearing: Here the parameters of the trial will be set.

Trial

You could be let go at any point. 

Arrest and Jail Role Play:

It’s important to be prepared for arrest and spending time in jail. Here’s a role play that highlights the things to think about and prepare for going into an arrest situation. 

The scenario:
You and four friends (3 women, 2 men) have just participated in a big day of direct action. Between three and four hundred people were arrested. Your group helped to blockade the entrance to a hotel where the heads of a bunch of oil companies were meeting. 
Person #1:

You are alone waiting in a holding cell. A cop comes in and takes you to a desk and begins to ask you questions about your action. 
Person #2, #3, #4


Participant #5: You’re all alone in a room. A detective comes in and starts to ask you questions. He say’s that you are up for assaulting and officer, resisting arrest and destruction of private property. He says he can help you if you start to talk.


Lessons learned:

1. You don’t have to talk to a cop. Say the magic words “I have the right to remain silent. I want to talk to a lawyer.” Just say it over and over again. Ask to make a phone call (though you never know when in the process you’re going to get that phone call). The cops will make up a million lies and try and intimidate you, make false promises and trick you into giving up information. 

2. You should be careful about what you bring to an action. Don’t take things that could incriminate you or other people or give the cops more information then they would otherwise get about who you are and what you do. 

3. You need to have legal support lined up before you go into an action! 

a. Have an affinity group support person lined up before the action. This person should be in a space away from the action in a place with a land line that can accept collect calls. This person should also have affinity group support forms for everyone that state the name, nicknames and any medical conditions that need to be noted;

b. Everyone should have the number of the legal line written somewhere on their body;

c. Everyone should know the basics about the other people in the affinity group and care about there well being. 

4. You need to discuss the stresses and traumas of being arrested. Talk about over charging and police intimidation.  As affinity group you should talk about how you will all protect each other and stand up for each other. Get everyone to talk about how much they are willing to risk and what they are not willing to do. Talk about how people feel about jail time. Do role plays to practice how to respond in stressful situations. 

Person #4: Call your work (hey, it’s the only land line number you remember). Tell them what happened in great detail including who you were with, how long you’ve been planning it and what exactly you did and why.








Person #2: Call your mom. Stammer and try and explain where you are and why. She freaks out and yells at you and hangs up before you can get any help (you’ll have to act out reacting to this). Walk away dejected from the phone.





Person #3: Call your friend who you know has done a lot of support work. Act out that she is asking you for the names of the other people you were arrested with. Hesitate and give some random nicknames and maybe a few real ones without last names. Be unsure of who exactly you are with. When she asks where you’re being held say you don’t know. When she asks you where everyone else is say who you’re with and that you don’t know where anyone else is. Before hanging up just say “so, yea you can get me out right?”








Person #5: You get nervous and giving the detective the answers you want. You pin it all on #1 and the others in your affinity group.  Name names, make them sound like bad people and you like a hopeless dope that was tricked.








Volunteer: You are coming home from an organizing meeting where you were discussing ways to support an ongoing blockade at a power plant. The cops stop you while you are walking. Nervously answer all there questions…ask if you have to and hesitate but still answer them. Show your ID and allow the cops to search your bag. 








